Identiﬁcation and
Recommended Management
Techniques

for

Black Swallow
Wort
Cynanchum louiseae

Species Identiﬁcation
●

Species Description: This plant is a herbaceous
perennial vine that can be anywhere from 2-6 ft.
tall, climbing on or around surrounding plants.
It is toxic to pollinators and mammals and is
allelopathic to other plants.
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●

Habitat: This plant is both shade and sun
tolerant, and can be found in forests as well as
prairies and other open areas such as gardens
and lawns.

●

Leaves: The leaves are simple and opposite
along the stems, are oval shaped with a pointed
end. They are dark green in color with a glossy
appearance.

●

Flowers: The flowers are small, five petaled
and purple to black in color. They bloom from
June to August and emit a rotting smell.

●

Fruit: This plant produces seed pods that are
1.5 to almost 3 inches long, with each pod
bearing brown seeds that are dispersed by wind
after the pods split in August.

●

Reproduction: will reproduce by seed pods as
well as cloning by rhizomes.
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Recommended Control Measures

Black swallow-wort is a fast spreading plant that is reproduces
rapidly by both airborne seeds as well as rhizomes. Agitating this
plant by digging or cutting it will initiate the plant to spread by
rhizomes. Careful removal of this plant and subsequent monitoring
is necessary to eﬀectively control it.

Early Detection
As with any invasive species, early detection is the best way to prevent black
swallow wort from establishing itself and forming dense populations. Carefully
monitor disturbed areas as well as edges along trails and roads. The easiest time to
recognize this plant is late summer when the seed pods are visible and the leaves
change color.

Preventing Reproduction
To ensure that plants are not spreading seeds, be sure to collect seed pods
before they split in August. Seed pods should be placed in airtight plastic and
taken to a landﬁll.

Foliar Spray
Control by hand pulling does not work for this species, as the entire root must be
removed in order to kill the plant, otherwise it will regenerate through its rhizomes.
The best method of treatment is by applying an herbicide such as triclopyr onto the
plant through foliar application. More than likely, subsequent treatments will be
necessary for years following to ensure that the plant has been fully killed. Because it
is a noxious weed that is harmful to the environment and native biodiversity, the
CAKE CISMA oﬀers a 50% cost share rate to treat this plant. Contact the CAKE
CISMA for details.

About the CAKE CISMA

Who We Are
The CAKE CISMA is the Charlevoix, Antrim, Kalkaska and Emmet Cooperative
Invasive Species Management Area. The CAKE CISMA provides education, outreach
and land management assistance to the public within its service area, and is funded
by the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program, a funding eﬀort by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development, and the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and
Energy. The CAKE CISMA is directed by a steering committee comprised of invested
environmental agencies and organizations, including the Antrim Conservation
District, Kalkaska Conservation District, Emmet Conservation District, Little
Traverse Conservancy, Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Little Traverse
Bay Band of Odawa Indians, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, and the Walloon
Lake Association and Conservancy.

Our Mission
“The mission of the CAKE CISMA is to protect the natural resources, economy, and human
health in Northern Lower Michigan through collaborative outreach and management of
invasive species.”

Contact Us
For invasive species related questions and concerns, don’t hesitate to visi the
CAKE CISMA oﬃce at the Antrim Conservation District, 4820 Stover Road Bellaire MI
49615, or call the oﬃce at 231-533-8363 ext. 5, or email the CAKE CISMA program
coordinator at benjamin.vandyke@macd.org.

