Identiﬁcation and
Recommended Management
Techniques

for

Japanese
Knotweed

Polygonum cuspidatum

Species Identiﬁcation
●

Species Description: A herbaceous
perennial shrub with bamboo like stems
that are mottled, round and reddish in
color. Plants can reach 10 ft in height.
Stems die back every year, leaving behind
tall brown stalks. Native to volcanic habitat,
this plant is capable of growing through
concrete.

●

Habitat: Frequents sunlit areas such as
lawns, roadsides, forest edges and wetlands.

●

Leaves: Leaves are simple and alternate on
the stem. Leaves are large and entire,
measuring up to 6 inches long and up to 5
inches wide,, with a rounded base and
pointed end.
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●

Flowers: Flowers are small, green-white in
color and appear on tall stalks.

●

Fruit: Three winged, dark colored seed
with a glossy appearance.

●

Reproduction: By seed as well as by
extensive rhizomes that allow the parent
plant to clone itself in dense colonies.
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Recommended Control Measures
Japanese knotweed is an extremely resilient plant and will grow
through structures such as building foundations and paved surfaces. If
agitated by cutting or mowing without chemical treatment, this plant
will spread aggressively through its rhizomes. It is important to avoid
digging and cutting the plant, and to methodically control it over the
course of several treatments to stop it from invading lawns, roadsides,
and even the foundations of houses.

Method I: Foliar Spray
If time permits this plant to only be sprayed once, it is best to spray in late
summer/early fall, after the plant ﬂowers (Japanese knotweed blooms from August
to September). Use a systemic herbicide such as triclopyr or aminopyralid that will
be absorbed by the plant’s large leaves. Follow up treatments may be necessary the
next year to handle any resprouting plants.

Method II: Foliar Spray and Cutting
If time and situation allows, the plant can be treated twice. The plant
should be allowed to grow until it has reached 4-5 feet tall. By this point, the plant
will produce large leaves that will eﬀectively absorb a systemic herbicide when
applied via foliar spray mid summer (aminopyralid or amazopyr if in a wetland/area
with sensitive plants)). This will not necessarily kill the plant, but it will weaken it.
Follow up work should occur in late summer-early fall, when the plant should be
cut down (be careful to discard all plant materials carefully to avoid any
regeneration) and then sprayed again.

About the CAKE CISMA

Who We Are
The CAKE CISMA is the Charlevoix, Antrim, Kalkaska and Emmet Cooperative
Invasive Species Management Area. The CAKE CISMA provides education, outreach
and land management assistance to the public within its service area, and is funded
by the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program, a funding eﬀort by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development, and the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and
Energy. The CAKE CISMA is directed by a steering committee comprised of invested
environmental agencies and organizations, including the Antrim Conservation
District, Kalkaska Conservation District, Emmet Conservation District, Little
Traverse Conservancy, Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Little Traverse
Bay Band of Odawa Indians, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, and the Walloon
Lake Association and Conservancy.

Our Mission
“The mission of the CAKE CISMA is to protect the natural resources, economy, and human
health in Northern Lower Michigan through collaborative outreach and management of
invasive species.”

Contact Us
For invasive species related questions and concerns, don’t hesitate to visi the
CAKE CISMA oﬃce at the Antrim Conservation District, 4820 Stover Road Bellaire MI
49615, or call the oﬃce at 231-533-8363 ext. 5, or email the CAKE CISMA program
coordinator at benjamin.vandyke@macd.org.

